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CONFIDENTIAL RECORD SHEET 
REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVTCZ 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



DATS December 23 > 198 G 



FULL tfAKE Joe Allen Lister 



ADDRESS 3ox 197 

CITY Edvards STATE Colorado 21? CODE 81532 

DATE OF BIRTH 3/2/W (This is important and should be exact) 
APPROXIMATE AGE 36 (To be used OKLTT when date of birth is not known) 
RELIGION tone NATIONALITY Caucasian 

OCCUPATION Custodian - Red Sandstone Elementary 
EDUCATION High School 

WEIGHT 150 lbs. HEIGHT 5' 10" RACE Hhite 

COLOR OF HAIR Dark Brown COLOR OF EYES, Brown 

OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS Scouting, OJU Hunt S Trap, Indian Lore 

£ Crarts 

MARRIZD OR SINGLE Harried CHILDREN 3 by wife's previous marriage - 1 his own 
WIFE'S NAME ■ It 4 (Planning to divorce him) 
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS : 

UNIT # CITY STATE OFFICE DATE 3EGISTERED 

PK £ Tr 230 Edwards Colo. S*M, & CM* 1/30/80 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION Dist. Award of tferit, Silver Beaver, Wood Badge 
SUSFEOTED CR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 
See attached 



Signed 




Council 
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February 24, 1982 



Mr*- John 0» T&urston ^ ' r 
Scout Executive 

Western Colorado Council r Wo* 64 



PEESOKAI* A2fD CCNFXDEOTIAL 
SUBJECT* Joe Allen Idarter 
Dear" Johitt 

Thank:- yon for- the detailed: Information concerning the. above Scooter. «e? 
have reviewed; th is- case with our: Attorney and have- no%r placed: this*- man on 
the Confidential/ nie* 

Sincerely, - 



^ Paul • I«r 2&rnst: r ^Ddrector^. : ^ _ ^ . 



-""'-ccr^'Hiocti* Central tagiott r ~-^>^^ 
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September 1, 1931 




TharJc 70*1 for jcwc letter of August 19, 1931. 

t have consulted -.rich John Thurston in -hi 3 regard and vill con- 
tinue to do so as circumstances dictate. 

VeTy Cralv yours . 



David X- Park 
National La^al Counsel 

dp 
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Edwards , Colorado 51532 
August 19, 1081 



Legal 3eoar~nent 

-07 3cou*3 of America 

3o:c 61050 
railas/?or-c 'forth Airport 
Texas 75261 

Dear Sirs; 



RECEIVED 

AUG 2 4 1931 
wwid ft PARK 



I enclose go piss of my r scent correspond ence with John Thurs-on, Council 
Executive for Western Colorado Council regard ir_g the suspension of Joe A, Lister 
from Scouting because of charges filed by the Za^le Co. Sheri ff's 2epartzner ^ 
for sexual molestation of three minor hoys who happened to he ^^^^^^^K 

John Thurs-on has assured that he has heen in continual contact with 
you regarding the case, snd I'm sure that is correct. 1 realize that no one 
wants to deal with a counter 3u±t filed by Joe, so everyone is hein^ Tery careful 
in the handling of the case* however, polygraph tests were adziinistered aad the 
examiner expressed willingness to testify in behalf of she boys. 1 would gladly 
furnish a statement from hia f if that would faciilitate something heinj done to 
prevent Joe from continuing to saice Scouting contacts. Aside fro:: concern for 
other boys who nigh:; come in future contact with Joe, I am ilso ccncsrr.ed for 
the welfare of ry -c-s and -/self and -he an^uijh "e ars suffer!::^ as a result 
of Joe 1 5 continued contacts with Scouting, 




F- STARON 

26 1381 
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3d ward 3 , Colorado £I5;2 
Augusi: 19, 1961 



Hr* John Thurston 

./est err, Colorado Council 3SA 

626 Hood Avenue 

Grand Junction, Colorado 31501 

Dear John, 



X learned tonight from one of the boys who attended the Ha. clonal Jamboree 
that he and all the other Scouts who knew Joe lister were *iven a leather name 
tag to wear at the jamboree, inscribed on the bacs with, "Good Luck, Joe 1 ' and 
other such messages, I do not knew whether every Scout in the WC3 cont ingent 

r^ do know thai: ^ ' ~~ — 111 

B^MMKHIMF^iach received one. 

Your assurances that Joe was out 1 of Scouting and would have nc further 
contact with Scouring have just become meaningless* Tou assured ne that Gil 
Gilberrscn understood the situation after you talked to h±n in SUITE * Vhy, then, 
were these name tags passed out to the boys when Gil was in charge of the WCC 
continent? ^his contact is particularly upset tinj *o re because Joe is reaching 
coys j and it is because of his unnar^rai rslaticnshins wi"h bov 5 thzz he is 
presently suspended from Scouting* 

A3 indicated in ay previous letters to you, I feel it is ti^ie far you to 
take a ''public ff s^snd, to le* Seculars in Three livers District l<now the 
situation and knew that Joe is not to be allowed any contact with Scouts , even 
on a casual basis* *ab&z he does on a personal iev@P f and wha~ zhe adult Scouters 
do on a personal level, is not my concern. If they' want to be friendly and see 
him on a social basis, shat is no v concem of mine* However , the contacts must 
be xade away from Scouting. 

I 

Ycu keep telling re that Joe rusx be treated as a human being and that he 
needs "he friendship of Scourers, as they were his only previous friends * Tcu 
shew, g^reat concern for how Joe 13 icing to take each thir_.; tha~ 13 saii and ione, 
You have expressed worry that Joe night commit suicide if deniad his Scouting 
f riafeids . 



Co you care about the bitterness that say be a contributing factor i^fctfe^ 
severs chest pains and illness this summer?He is currently undergoing testa at 
Tail Medical Center* Do you care about |&3*gtfl ambivalent attitude towards 
Scouting and the fact that he needs 3orne Scouting "friends" on an adult level 
giving him some encouragement? Bo you care about my distress over watching 
Joe insidiously get back: into Scouting, even though unofficially, or about ry 
feelings and heartbreaks and worries? is X told you on Sunday, l ttZ. are human 
beings too I 

I feel that I have no choice now* but to send this letter and copies of 
previous letters to National Boy Scouts in hopes that socie resolution will be- 
mad e of this matter* * _ - 

Yss, I am angry* Viy anger somes frem doingv everything possible to see that/-.' 
no more hoys will be put through what my three 30ns went through* and having my ^.7: 1 
efforts go for naught* I feel that this jamboree' contact would not haveE heeji?^^^: 
made if the _othen. §couter s^in ,the^cont^gent. i^^.been. aware- of the 1 dixw5S%^ 
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I 

adults — and boys— would naturally as sura thaw Joe was GK iroai the fact that he 
was welcomed on several occasions that weekend and wag allowed to sit around the 
camrfirs un-sil U2i on Friday night. To lay knowledge, you have no* rada any other 
Scooters in Three Rivers district , c^her than Gil, a vara of the national 
directive(s) * The Scouters cannot adhere to the directives if they don't know 
they exist. You have, so far, net given ae a copy of any direci:ive(3/* I have 
only a rhone conversation in Tuna and your oral applanation last Sunday, to 
let me know wr:at is heir.g done* 

i 

Perhaps, more -han angry, I'^l fzus -rated. 



Sincerely, 
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July 2B, 1QS1 



Mr- John Thurston 

3oy Scouts ^f America 

Western Colorado Council 

523 Rood ivenue 

Grand Junction, Colorado 8 1501 

Dear John, 

When you called me following my letter of June 21, 1961, jou indicated 
that you would be sending Joe Lister a letter informing hijn that he could not 
again attend any scout functions T evan just to visit, as had happened the 
weekend of June 20 « Tou salt* that 1 would receive a copy of the letter, though 
you said it would he a rr blind copy" f so as not to cause further consternation 
to Joe* You also indicated that members of the Three Hivers District Committee 
would receive copies since some might have gathered from the friendliness shuwn 
Joe on that weekend, that it was okay for hid to be included in scouting activities* 

I know that you are concerned about Joe filing a defalcation of character 
suit against Western Colorado Council. Zmi did indicate to me, however, that 
you were assured th^t Joe had committed these sexual offenses and that he would 
be barred from scouting *e discussed zh& fact that the official attitude of 
"Wait and See" has been a slap in the face to me and to my sons* I feel that 
I have shown a grea^ deal of patienc e thus far* however, as I indicated to you 
in my previous le^-er, you havs lost Jj^jjto scouting already and pT^f^ ls 
feeling sorae ambivalence- My enthusiasm is at a low point also, due *so my 
hesitation to participate in anything where Joe rci^ht show up. 

It has been over a month since our phone conversation* I hope this will 
be resolved quickly* 



Sincerely, 




Copy to George McCellura, Committee Chairman Troop 230 
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June 21 




tfr, John Thurston 

307 3c outs of America 

Western Colorado Council 

629 ?,ood Avenue 

Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 

Itear John, 

I left the Scout Leader training session at Rifle on June 20 very upset 
because Joe Li3tsr had been tiers, :.her_ I found that he had also been there the 
night before ft to bring ice and visit" I vsls even mora upset* Last Wednesday 
I was informed that Gil Gilbertson was requesting Joe's presence at David Long's 
£agle Court of Honor • All of this indicates to « that Joe is quicScly being 
allowed to back in-o Scouting, even if unofficially. 

Surely, the lie detector teats which three boys passed "with flying colors'* 
according to the exaaiiner cannot be refuted. They prove beyond doubt to me and 
to the people I've talked to in the Sheriff's office that Jce is indeed guilty 
of sexually molesting the boys. The fact that the boy3 were ny sons, his foraer 



19-21* More than A.0 boys were -here *qx ^r9- jamboree -trailing, I r u sure thar 
Joe was in contact with sor* of theni. 



regarding their serial advances to boys. I have not been anonymous * Taking a 
3tand has been a great strain to the boys and to ine + It is important to all of 



do anything for Scouting again. At age IS it is hard for bin to understand that 
Scouting ia nc~ at fault, only mis-judgment on the part of individuals. I pray 



his service project of attaining his Eagle* It will break my heart if this achieve- 
ment he ha3 worked so hard for is not accomplished because of anger ever Joe's 
increasing re-involvement with Scouts > 

Hy commitaent to Scouting is deep, I have refocused <sy energies in Scouting 
to give more tijie to ny boys' activities, but 1 have remained strong in my faith 
that Scouting ia a wonderfully worthwhile, upbuilding program* 




I have known of sen being disassociated froa Scouting on anonymous tips 




that tiae and action will heal his anger. 




is within one merit badge and 
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The fact that you have not vanted to take a stand, pending results of nhs 
investigation* has hurt me deeply, but I have triad very hard to understand your 
position* I cannot, however , see how Vestem Colorado Council can continue to 
"s-nay on the fence"- The lie detector testa were given in January- I am awara 
that you were indorsed of the results soon thereafter* La my opinion t they should 
he evidence enough to remove a man from Scouting 30 that he will be unable to 
uae Scouting any longer to cover his pederasty, 

I am willing to give permission for the polygraph examiner to give a statement 
to you, if that is what ia needed to convive yon that Joe has seacually abused 
my sons > all of whom were in the Scouting program* I request that you sake a 
decision, so that Joe will not be allowed to shov up at Scouting functions in 
the future on any pretext. 

Touts in Scouting, 




Copies to: 

George McCollum, Committee Chairman Troop 230 
Bob Jamot, Scoutmaster f Troop 250 

Clyde Mayer f District Executive, Three Hivers Diswict 
Terry Quinn, Attorney at Lav 
Zagle County Sheriff's Oeuaitaent 
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January 26, 1381 



Mr«* John Hhurstoo 

Scout Executive 

Western Colo ra do Old., Ho* 64 

perscnal md a^piagwmL 

i : :\T : *y,itet Jfre MJtei ; Lister 
Dear Jckmz - ' 



Thank you for all the information which Tfed Accas has been posing on 
to ua coocerning Jbe Allen Lister* This is building oar file qaite 
nicely and will be very helpful to as in the future* 

I vculd like a ocpy of the letter which 50a sent or delivered to 
Xr ^ XJLa ter^ We would also lite to toow if this ixidi-ridtial.sdbiiiitteti a;V 
written resignation £raa the Scout: units with which be ms associated* 
& copy q£ this would also be helpfoU 



Has Kr* Lister cp es ti c ne d his refesal to be anr actiw raaber o£ Scr^ 

at the present tiae? ^We would lite to hawe sam of these* answers r in order 

to. aate our case acre secure* ^ \r - . .. - - • . 

It. wold also be helpful to have the disposition of frhfft case ^foesx it : r T ■ 

finally cones to trials If be is convicted, we would appreciate knowing 
the sentence which is iaapceed. 

Do not hesitate to call sie if you haro any questions* 



. ; : Sincerely ■ ^ 



Paul X* 2rnst r Director 
Bogistntiotv- Stabsacijptim * 
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A program for Cub Scouts Scouts, and Explorers 



SC0UT1KG/USA 

January 19, 1981 



North Central Region -Boy Scouts of America 

Suite 2600 Power & LigM Building, Kansas City, Missouri 64105 
Telephone: 316 *77*6373 



PERSONAL & COWPIBENTIAL 



TO: SUM ,*0108 

Paul I . Zrnst 
Begistratxon Service 

FROM: Ted Accas 

SUBJECT \ Western Colorado Council 
Joe Allen Lister 



— Confidential Filing 



Attached please find a news story from the EAGLE VALLjEY 
ENTERPRISE, along with a copy of a letter to Jo hn Thurston. 
Scout Execurive, ffesram C olorado Council, from Kffi%^££+& 
who is evidently | |of Joe Allen Lister. ^^MMmmMMm 



cc: John Thurston 



JAN 31 mi 
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SCOUTING/USA 



I fix. CdKjfmui 



Tfu. QMii/, ^ Actual jvc*. _ *C 
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< — Vi V*^.„„..» 



vs. 

JCZ ALLAX LISTSR 



! 



•;c^ Allan Lister 



..day of_ 



— Lii^c inw. sr. fiai> # say; 



or abouc 
r .c-n f the... 



^ to-*r:;; thd County of^^. JW „ t „^, 



, t Co --Hi: I: Joo Allan Lisrar did urJUwfulIy, feloniously and Ic r.ovi-c 
too char no: ills spouse Co ssi-ius:!; coarccz > -o wi^ or.a T 

I b y pJ-ayi^s ^ith gsnizsl area (Penis), ar.^F 

-^^^ corrn^t che Crisis of Se^al Ass vale a Ciild C.Z+S 13-3-405 
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Report to Dare on Joe Allen Lister Case, 




At 11:30 P.M. Friday, December 19, 1980, Clyde Maye 

of our Thr«-Rivers District, received a call from I 

He was told that she and two of her boys had filed cSSSSir^^or^joe 
that he had been arrested and jailed. P^flhas ^^ ^^ ^BU by pp^^^^ajj 
land^^^^M Joe + One K '^^^^a^y^SMwith | ^^^^ai^^^^™ 
|with Joe The charge was sexual assault on^HHH 

She called Clyde out of bar love and concern for Scouting, 

Clyde called me right after the call* I went to the office at Midnight 
read through Procedures for Maintaining Standards of Leadership and 
Emergency At 12:30 A.H, I called Russ Surf kins at home to inform 

him of the potential situation . 

Over the weekend, I personally contacted the c oun cxl o ff ic er s and attorney 
to acquaint them with the problem* I also calledBSfl who had taken the 
boys to Lovelandj Colorado for a week. I called the Sheriff's office to 
confirm the charges, 

Monday, I talked to the Sheriff and the troop committee chairman by phone; 
the charges were confirmed at that time. I also learned that Joe had made 
bail on Saturday. I indicated that we needed to personally deliver the 
prescribed letter to Joe and I set tip a meeting with the Sheriff and 
committee to talk over the best method to do that* 

At 3:00 p,m, Monday Evening, Clyde tfayer and I met with the Sheriff, Jack 
Kaynas, Jack has a boy in Cubs and his wife is a den leader. He was 
and will be very cooperative with us. He assigned a deputy to accompany 
us as we attempted to hand deliver tf the letter." We checked his home 
and his mother's home and ware unable to contact him. 

It is a rhree hour drive to Edwards so the Sheriff will try to help us 
locate him before we try again, I do hot: plan to try to suspend him from 
scouting by phone since we feel he is unstable enough at this point to do 
bodily harm to himself, 

We have established with the Sheriff and unit committee that I will be the 
only scouting spokesman should the media become involved* 



I conclude by reporting how much I appreciate Russ Buffkin's help, David Park's, 
Ted Accas f help and the knowledge that I have some good friends at the Regional 
and h National offices zo call on throughout this unpleasant situation* 




bhn 0, Thurston 
/ siour Executive 

wist em Colorado Council #64* 
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January 6, 1981 



Mr* John 0* Thxxrston 
- Scout: Executive . 
: Veatera Colorado CoeL* ^ So* 64 : . 

PERSORAL AND C0KFIDOTIAL 

Rer ^^P** Lister 

I>ear John: 

Thank you for providing the Sorth Central Region vith all the ^t^i 
related to the caae of Joe Alia* Lister. ThlL^S^^S C ^SS be 

xster la Scooting la sons otter, location la the cooutxj^ 

^re^eT "* infoia « i ^ ted to "t«» sitWtlon aa It pro- 

£res*«,_ tM* c»s« caw* to trial, we wild like, to know the 

Mterlal will strengthen our ease for the fatnre and provide iaforaa- 
tloa If neither of u. i* available oa oar present jaJI 

Pleaee let a> know If I can be of help in any other way. 
Sincerely, 

Fani E» Scbsc^' Direcror- 
Kes£atxxcE<m». Stebecrlptlon & 'V • 
' Statistical Service* • •■ >J.;: ■ . 



c C ?~ ^^i^tf*^'Sttri mt Sort* 



Central: tog* 



oa 



t& Central Region 
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A program for CuO Scouts, Scouts, and Explorers 



SCOUTING/USA 



North Central Region -Boy Scouts of America 

Suite 2600 Power & Light Suiiding, Kansas City, Missouri 64105 
Telephone: 316 471-6373 



December 29, 1980 



PERSONAL k CONFIDENTIAL 



TO: SUM 0108 

PAUL I. ERNST * 

Registration k Subscription Service 

FROM: Ted Accas, Director of Support Services 

North Central Region 

SUBJECT: Confidential Record Sheet - Joe Allen Lister 
Western Colorado Council - #64 



The attached is supplemental information that was phoned into 
Field Operations by me on December 22 and relayed to you by 
Conrad Fruehan . 

Attached: 

Confidential Record Sheet - Joe Allen Lister 
Arrest Warrant - People of the State of Colorado ?s 

Joe Allan Lisxer 
Report to date issued by Scout Executive, John Thurston 



cc: Folkman Brown 
John Thurston 

Western Colorado Council File 
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A program for Cub Scouts. Boy Scouts, and Explorers 



SCOUTING/USA 



National Office 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

P.O. Sox 61030. Dallas/Fort Worth Airport. Texas 7526T 
Tefephone: 21 * 559-2000 



Sou o r/U4 i T£& T&cvP £ 3 £ 

c^cL AjuJlCfr eJjfAAujU. ijuu UtuJ 



1 



JL o&l fiwctUi ^ 

Located on Walnut Hill Lane in Las Coiirtas Office Canter. Irving Texas. 
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